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Claim Amendmenta 



, 

lj9 Cjlaim 1 (currently- amended) , An apparatus for transferring 

membranes to a continuously operable sealing carrousel for the 
heat sealing of can- like packagincf materials, comprising a 
rotatable transfer station being Arranged upstream of the 
sealing carrousel, oharactoriaQd/ in that the transfer station 
is dcoigncd constructed as a cyclically drivable membrane star 
f±^, and a cutting tool (11) fjbr membrane -strip processing 

is provided above the memlirane star (10) , it being 
possible for transfer of cut-out membranes (13) - from the 



membrane strip to the membrane 
the resting phases (14) of the 
advancement of membranes (13 ) 



-f^ iO ) to the sealing carrousel 
movement phases of the membrarje 



Claim 2 (currently -amended) 
claim 1, charaotorigcd in that 



star (10) - to be effected during 
membrane star (10) - and for 
positioned on the membrane star 
irS^ to be effected during the 



star (10) . 



The apparatus as claimed in 
further comprising a number of 



vacuum stations (17) ar e formep on the membrane star 

Claim 3 (currently-amended) . Ihe apparatus as claimed in 
claim 2, charaotoriBcd in that Wherein the individual vacuum 
stations ( 1 7) - on the membrane star (10) are designed 
constructed such that, where thel membranes are transferred 
to/received by the respective selling head (1 8 ) , the stations 
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can be returned via an entry cur 



vj4 4 



Claim 4 (currently- amended) . Thd apparatus as claimed in 
claim X, oharacterigcd in that wherein the membrane -strip feed 



4 a-2) to the cutting tool -f ll) is 
membrane star (10) . 



Claim S (currently-amended) . T! 
claim 1^ char Qctcri god in that 
(12) to the cutting tool (11) i 
approximately 3 0 degrees. 



provided laterally above the 



le 



apparatus as claimed in 
vherein the membrane -strip feed 



provided at a feed angle of 



Claim 6 (currently- amended) . ifhe 
claim 1, charactcrlgcd in that> 



phase (14) of the membrane staa* 
membranes (13) can be transferred 
(12) / by way of a double cutting 
star (10) , 



Claim 7 (currently- amended) 
claim -ir 6_, character ig - cd in Uh.a - 



for the cut-out membranes (13) 



apparatus as claimed in 
wherein during each resting 



fi^, in each case two 



from the membrane strip 
tool -f3r3b>-, to the membrane 



The 



apparatus as claimed in 
' further comprising ejectors 



xH?e integrated in each case in 
e cutting tool 4 3:1) . 



the cutting punches of the doub 



Claim 8 (currently- amended) . Tt^e apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, charactorigQd that furti^er comprising a vacuum 

- 3 



Received from < 49549251101 > at 9/12/03 4:38:50 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



09-12-' 03 16:50 FROM-Lerner & Greenberg 
RVfS-32/425 



*9549251101 



T-014 P04/13 U-606 



0)1 



station (20) in the form of a collector/ejector is integrated 
within each sealing head (1 8 ) on the sealing carrousel (15) , 



Claim 9 (currently- amended) 
claim 1, charactcrigcd in t 



The apparatus as claimed in 
tat wherein the membrane star (10) 



is designed constructed sucm that it can be driven by a step- 
by-step motion linkage . 
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